
Gradual Entry  
Into Full Day Kindergarten  

 
 
Dear Kindergarten families, 
 
Welcome to Kindergarten!  In September your child will begin a new 
adventure of exploration and learning.  This is sure to be an exciting 
time for your child, your family, and the school staff as you begin the 
school year and together establish a positive learning environment that 
is safe, caring, comfortable, and fun.  However, we understand that 
you and your child may feel both excitement and apprehension.  We 
want your child to experience success right from the start, so we have 
designed a gradual entry schedule into Full Day Kindergarten. 
 
What is gradual entry, and why is it so important? 
Gradual entry into Kindergarten provides children with a smoother 
transition as they make the adjustment into a full day of school.  They 
begin by attending for a short period of time with a small group of 
students and gradually increase their time to a full day with the whole 
class in attendance.   
This allows the teacher to work more closely with each child in order to 
build rapport and a positive relationship.  During this time, the children 
have an opportunity to socialize and play with peers, explore their 
classroom environment and school community, learn routines and 
expectations, and work one on one and in small groups.  It is hoped 
that during this gradual entry time you will have time to ask questions, 
calm fears/anxieties, and allow your child’s teacher to begin to get to 
know your family. 
 
Thank you for your support as we strive to gently transition our students 
into Full Day Kindergarten.  We welcome both you and your child to 
Full Day Kindergarten at Topham Elementary School. 
 
** Please note that the number of days for gradual entry is consistent 
across the District for Full Day Kindergarten; however, times and 
groupings of students will vary from school to school. 
 
 


