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Welcome to Kindergarten!  We are looking forward to getting to know you 
and your child and are excited about the year ahead.  This is such a 
magical time in a child’s life and we feel so honoured to spend this year 
with your children.  We feel it is important for us to work together as a 
team and to keep the lines of communication open.  This handout 
contains some general information about the kindergarten room and 
class procedures.  More information will be coming home once the school 
year has started. 
 
 
Required Items 

• A backpack (labeled with name) big enough to hold lunch, and 
library books (which can often be 30 x 40 cm).  Although cute 
animal-type backpacks are very sweet, they are often too small to 
easily hold everything.  No Backpacks with wheels please. 

 
• Running shoes with Velcro fasteners for inside shoes to be left at 

school.  Please write your child’s name on them.  These shoes will 
also be used for gym class, so it is important that the “inside shoes” 
are runners with support.  Also very important, please ensure that 
your child is able to independently put on/take off/fasten/unfasten 
these shoes. 

 
• A complete change of clothing (underwear, socks, top, and pants) 

in a ziplock bag clearly labeled with name to be left in the cubby at 
school.  If your child gets wet on the playground, has a bathroom 
accident, or winter boots leak through, having a change of clothes 
handy is very convenient! 

 
Kindergarten Supplies 
For your convenience, you will be able to purchase your child’s 
kindergarten supplies through the school for the cost of $50.00.  This 
ensures that supplies are of each individual teacher’s specifications, of 
good quality, and that each child has the same supplies.  This will be paid 
online at a later date. You will receive details from your teacher regarding 
this. 
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Student Drop-off and Pick-up 
Children are dropped-off and picked-up at the outside classroom doors.  
We try our very best to dismiss the children on time and likewise, we 
appreciate it greatly if you would pick up on time.  If you are going to be 
late, please phone the office and we will be contacted.  If the classroom 
door is open, then your child is with us in the room; if the door is closed 
they will be waiting for you at the office.  Should the need arise to have 
your child picked up by someone other than yourself (i.e. a friend or 
relative) kindly notify the teacher ahead of time, preferably with a brief 
note in the Notice Folder or a phone call to the office (604-888-6111) prior 
to dismissal time.  We then ask the “pick-up person” to identify themselves 
to the kindergarten teacher.   
Please help your child establish good school habits by arriving on time, as 
late arrivals are disruptive to others in the class.  If the outside classroom 
door is closed in the morning, then we have started our day and you 
need to take your child to the office to let the administrative assistant, Mrs. 
Finley, know you are late but have arrived at school.  You can then walk 
your child through the school to our inside classroom door. 
 
 
Lunch and Snack 

• Please provide nutritious food for lunch and snack to fuel the brain 
and body.  Your child will need enough food for a morning snack 
and lunch.  Please ensure that your child is able to open all 
containers and eat what is sent without assistance (cut up fruit, 
etc.). 

• Each child will require a water bottle to rehydrate during the day. 
• Please do not send juice boxes or sugary drinks. 
• Topham is a “peanut aware” school, therefore please do not send 

any peanut butter or food products with peanut ingredients. 
• All items in your child’s lunch bags, including garbage, will be sent 

home at the end of each day. This year, the school has a “pack 
in/pack out” policy.  

 
Allergies 

• It is of prime importance that you let us know of any allergies your 
child may have to foods, plants, or other items.  PLEASE DO THIS IN 
WRITING. 

• Sharing of food between students is not allowed due to allergies 
and COVID. 
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Birthdays 
We ask that birthday invitations be handed to the parent/guardian 
outside of the classroom before school or while you are waiting to pick up 
your child.   Please do not have your child hand out birthday invitations in 
class.  Invitations given out by children in class are often lost and those 
who do not receive one end up with hurt feelings.  At school we 
celebrate each child’s birthday.  As with snack and lunch food, in support 
of healthy eating to fuel healthy brains for optimal learning, and of course 
because of COVID, we kindly request that sweet treats and cupcakes are 
not sent to school.  
 
Change of Contact Information 
Please inform the office and teacher in writing of any changes to contact 
information (address, phone numbers, emergency numbers, babysitters, 
etc.).  We have an absentee phone-in program; please call the school 
before 8:30am if your child is going to be absent from school. 
 
Japanese 
At Topham all students, from kindergarten to grade seven, study 
Japanese as an additional subject.  Language is integrated when 
applicable throughout the day starting off gradually and building 
vocabulary.  Japanese cultural events are celebrated and discussed in 
class throughout the year. 
 
 
Whew!! We know this is a lot of information and we thank you so much for 
reading through it all.   
 
Again, a very warm welcome to kindergarten!  The kindergarten teachers 
look forward to seeing you in September. 
 
 
Topham Kindergarten Teachers, 
Mrs. Romonko and Ms. Howell 
 
 


